
REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 

First Aid in Illness and Injury. By James Evelyn Pilciier, 

M.D., L.II.D. Ninth Edition, New York: Charles Scrib¬ 

ner’s Sons, 1905. 

Major Pilcher’s distinguished services in the United States 

Army and his editorship of the Journal of the Association of 

Military Surgeons are guarantee enough for the book which 

lies before us. It is now some thirteen years since the 

first edition of this work appeared. The rapid exhaus¬ 

tion of edition after edition has made it necessary to get out 

almost an edition each year. These successive issues have under¬ 

gone revisions, always keeping the work abreast with the ad¬ 

vances of the times. Upon the appearance of the fourth edition, 

it was found as the text-book on first aid adopted by many of 

our institutions of learning. The sixth edition, appearing at the 

close of the Spanish War, introduced the improvements which 

experience had taught. The present edition shows the work to 

have attained to the highest degree of perfection in embodying 

all that represents what is most advanced and practical in first 

aid in illness and injury. 

The author has maintained a clearness of style and freedom 

from technicality which place the work within the appreciation 

of the largest number of readers. He has avoided dwelling upon 

procedures requiring special medical knowledge for their appli¬ 

cation. The important facts are stated in large and the accessory 

points in small type; while the author has produced a work of 

great value for quick reference in emergencies arising before the 

explorer, the hunter, the dweller in sparsely populated districts, 

in the household, the factory, and the crowded street, still, the 

book stands alone in its peculiar value as a military text-book 
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and guide for the soldier either on the field of battle or on post 

or detached service. 

The first eleven chapters are devoted to human anatomy,— 

the best simple exposition of anatomy with which we are familiar. 

Subsequent chapters are upon bacteria, knots and bandages, dress¬ 

ings and applications. Then follow the chapters on accidents and 

emergencies. Among these are chapters on how to act in the 

presence of emergency; burns, bruises, and freezing; wounds; 

bleeding; sprains and dislocations; broken bones; foreign 

bodies; fainting; fits; smothering; poisons; death; emergencies 

on the battle-field ; carrying the disabled; the care of the human 

machine, and sanitary suggestions. The book is provided with 

a good index, contains 208 illustrations, and is well bound in 

waterproof cloth. 

It is because of such works as this that first aid instruction 

is able to gain such headway in schools and colleges. Practical 

teaching upon a foundation of anatomy and physiology, instead 

of the simple presentation of the naked facts, has met with the 

greatest favor. This book is adapted both as a text-book for 

students and as a practical book of ready reference for emer¬ 

gency use. We cannot but accord to it our warmest expressions 

of commendation. 

James P. Warbasse. 

Abdominal Pain: Its Causes and Clinical Significance. 

By A. Ernest Maylard, M.B.B.S.(Lond.), Surgeon to the 

Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's 

Son & Co., 1905. 

Inspired by the researches of Ross “ On the Segmental Dis¬ 

tribution of Sensory Disorders,” by the paper of MacKenzie on 

“ Some Points bearing on the Association of Sensory Disorders 

and Visceral Disease,” and the very comprehensive treatise of 

Head “ On Disturbances of Sensation with especial Reference to 

the Pain of Visceral Disease,” this volume comes as an after¬ 

thought born of the application of these teachings in a large 

number of cases. 


